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          HIPAA Minute #6

***NEWS FLASH***HIPAA Minutes now on the web:  http://vaww.va.gov/revenue/projecttools/hipaa.htm
Who’s Doing What for HIPAA within VHA?

If you’ve been faithful readers of these HIPAA Minutes (or, with apologies to the Colonists of the American Revolution, HIPAA Minute-men or Minute-persons), you know that comprehensive Final Rules have been issued for only two HIPAA-AS components: Electronic Transactions and Code Sets (ETCS), and Privacy.  Here are highlights of what VHA is doing to implement these regulations:

What’s VHA doing to implement Electronic Transactions and Code Sets standards?

Electronic claims.  New software for Institutional and Professional third-party reimbursement was rolled out nationally in April 2002 and is currently being upgraded to reflect latest HIPAA modifications.  A project for electronic Pharmacy claims has been initiated.

Payment and remittance.  As a supplement to the electronic claims project, an electronic lockbox process is being established for the receipt of healthcare payments and remittance advices.

Insurance Identification and Verification (IIV).  A project is underway to transmit electronic requests for insurance coverage information, and to receive electronic responses.

Standard health plan transactions.  The Health Administration Center, which, among other things, administers CHAMPVA (Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Department of Veterans Affairs), is implementing a suite of standard electronic transactions required for health plans under the HIPAA legislation.

What’s VHA doing to implement HIPAA Privacy regulations?

Privacy training.  The VHA Privacy Office and the Employee Education System have jointly created web-based training that will be available for the entire VHA workforce in early January 2003.

Privacy Handbook.  The VHA Privacy Office has created a VHA Privacy Handbook, which should be issued shortly.  At that time, facilities should revise local Privacy policies in keeping with this national guidance.

Notice of Privacy Practices.   A work group is drafting a HIPAA-required Notice of Privacy Practices, which will be sent to veterans early in 2003.

Additional work groups.  Other work groups are, respectively, drafting contract language for VHA Business Associates; specifying the Minimum Necessary information for disclosures of patients’ protected health information; updating Policies and Procedures for health care researchers.
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April 14, 2003—Privacy deadline





April 16, 2003—last date by which ETCS testing must begin 














�














HIPAA PMO at a glance…





Director: Barbara C. Mayerick         Interim Deputy Director: David McDaniel  


Staff: Connie Baher, John Skilling, Kim Roberts         VHA Privacy Officer: Stephania Putt   


Email: hipaa.pmo@hq.med.va.gov         Telephone: 202.273.8895


Website: � HYPERLINK "http://vaww.va.gov/revenue/projecttools/hipaa.htm" ��http://vaww.va.gov/revenue/projecttools/hipaa.htm�.








