Glossary of Commonly Used Terms and Acronyms as Applied to VA and/or NPCs
	Acronym
	Term
	Explanation

	AAHRPP
	Association for the Accreditation of Human Research Protection Programs
	A nonprofit organization that accredits human research programs for meeting applicable requirements

	ACOS
	Associate Chief of Staff
	A VA employee who manages a defined program at a facility with large, active programs; i.e., ACOS/R&D, ACOS/Education

	ACOS/E
	Associate Chief of Staff for Education
	The VA staff member who leads the facility employee education program

	ACOS/R&D
	Associate Chief of Staff for Research and Development
	The staff member who leads the facility research and development program

	ADA
	American Diabetes Association
	Funder of research to prevent, manage and cure diabetes

	AE
	Adverse Event
	Any detrimental change in health or "side-effect" that occurs in a person who participates in a clinical trial while the patient is receiving the experimental treatment (study medication,  device, etc.) or within a pre-specified period of time after their treatment has been completed

	AICPA
	American Institute of Certified Public Accountants
	Membership association of CPAs that also establishes accounting rules

	AP
	Accounts Payable
	An accounting entry that represents an entity's obligation to pay off a short-term debt to its creditors. The accounts payable entry is found on a balance sheet under the heading current liabilities

	AR
	Accounts Receivable
	Money owed to an entity in exchange for goods or services that have been delivered or used, but not yet paid for

	ARF
	Animal Research Facility
	The facility where animal research is conducted

	AO/R
	Administrative Officer/Research
	The VA employee responsible for the administrative functions of the research program

	BAA
	Business Associate Agreement
	A contract between a covered entity and a business associate under HIPAA

	BOD
	Board of Directors
	A group of persons appointed or chosen to govern the affairs of a corporation or other institution; an NPC is governed by a board of directors 

	CAAO
	Chief Academic Affiliations Officer
	The VA official who leads the VHA Office of Academic Affiliations

	CDC
	Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
	The lead federal agency for protecting the health and safety of US citizens; investigates health problems, performs research, and develops public health policies as well as developing and applying disease prevention and control

	CDMRP
	Congressionally Directed Medical Research Programs
	The DOD office that administers funds earmarked for medical research in the annual DOD appropriation

	CFC
	Combined Federal Campaign
	Program that promotes and supports philanthropy through contributions by employees of the federal government

	CFO
	Chief Fiscal Officer
	The VA employee responsible for fiscal management of a VA unit such as a medical center

	CFR
	Code of Federal Regulations
	The compilation of regulations applicable to federal organizations and programs

	CIO
	Chief Information Officer
	The VA facility person responsible for computer systems

	CO
	Central Office
	VA headquarters in Washington, DC; also called VACO

	COI
	Conflicts of Interest
	An ethical dilemma that occurs when an individual or organization is involved in multiple interests, one of which could possibly corrupt the motivation for an act in the other

	Co-PI
	Co-Principal Investigator
	An individual designated to collaborate in the design and implementation of a research study

	COS
	Chief of Staff
	The VA facility staff member responsible for medical services at a hospital or health care system

	CPRS
	Computerized Patient Record System
	VA's electronic medical record system

	CRADA
	Cooperative Research and Development Agreement
	A form of research agreement used to establish terms and conditions, primarily for industry-sponsored research projects, in accordance with 15 USC 3710a

	CRADO
	Chief Research and Development Officer
	The VA Central Office official who heads the Office of Research and Development

	CRF
	Case Report Forms
	Forms used to compile clinical research data on subjects; completed forms are submitted to sponsors

	CSP
	Cooperative Studies Program
	VA's clinical research program that supports large scale studies, often involving many VA facilities and hundreds of veterans, to determine the effectiveness of treatments

	CT
	Clinical Trial
	A study of a medicine or medical device that involves recruitment of subjects meeting specified criteria

	CTA
	Clinical Trial Agreement
	A form of research agreement used to establish terms and conditions for research projects involving human subjects; no longer suitable for use for studies performed in VA

	CTAA
	Cooperative Technology Administration Agreement
	An agreement between VA and an affiliated university that establishes mutual responsibilities for patenting, licensing and marketing of inventions made by dually appointed VA/university personnel

	CT CRADA
	Clinical Trial Cooperative Research and Development Agreement
	A form of CRADA used to establish terms for clinical trials

	DAEO
	Designated Agency Ethics Official
	The VA attorney responsible for ethics determinations at a VA facility or in the Office of General Counsel

	DAP
	Dually Appointed Personnel
	Individual holding both a VA and an academic affiliate position

	DHHS
	Department of Health and Human Services
	The federal department that administers federal programs dealing with health and welfare

	DOD
	Department of Defense
	The federal department responsible for safeguarding national security of the United States

	DOJ
	Department of Justice
	

	DRA
	Designated Research Area
	The one word description used to identify the subject of a research protocol; used for search purposes by VA and outside individuals; example:  diabetes

	DSS
	Decision Support System
	VA’s system that calculates patient cost data to formulate budgets for each VHA facility

	DVA
	Department of Veterans Affairs
	The federal department responsible for veterans health, benefits and cemeteries; also known as VA

	ED or Exec Dir
	Executive Director
	The person responsible for day-to-day management of a nonprofit

	EES
	Employee Education Service
	The VA office responsible for employee education

	F&A
	Facilities and Administration Rate
	Costs of an organization incurred for common or joint objectives, which cannot be readily and specifically identified with a particular grant project or other institutional activity (i.e., electricity, janitorial services); costs are divided between those attributable to facilities (those associated with the bricks and mortar of the research facility) and administration of the institution (insurance and accounting)

	FASB
	Federal Accounting Standards Board
	The designated private sector organization in the US that establishes financial accounting and reporting standards

	FB
	Fringe Benefits
	Various non-wage compensations provided to employees in addition to normal salary or wages

	FDIC
	Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation
	The federally sponsored corporation that insures accounts in national banks and other qualified institutions

	FHPP
	Facility Human Protections Program
	The facility program that is responsible for protection of human research subjects; comprised of several components including the Institutional Review Board

	FOVA
	Friends of VA Medical Care and Health Research
	A coalition of about 100 medical, specialty, academic and patient advocacy organization that lobbies for increases in the annual appropriation for the VA Medical and Prosthetic Research program

	FRAC
	Field Research Advisory Committee
	A VA committee comprised of representatives from VA research facilities and ORD personnel that advises the CRADO

	FTCA
	Federal Tort Claims Act
	A 1948 statute that eliminated the federal government's power to claim immunity from a lawsuit for damages due to a federal employee's negligent or intentional injury that occurred in the scope of his/her government work; created a set of regulations and format for issuing claims, providing the federal district courts with jurisdiction; protects federal employees from personal liability in certain circumstances

	FTEE
	Full Time Employee Equivalent
	A means to measure a worker's employment; an FTE of 1.0 means that the person is equivalent to a full-time worker, while an FTE of 0.5 indicates that the worker is only half-time

	FWA
	Federalwide Assurance of Compliance
	The contract that a research institution executes with the DHHS Office of Human Protections that provides assurance of compliance with rules applicable to federally funded research involving human subjects; a prerequisite for allowing federally funded research involving human subjects to take place at an institution

	GAAS
	Generally Accepted Auditing Standards
	A set of systematic guidelines used by auditors when conducting audits on companies' finances, ensuring the accuracy, consistency and verifiability of auditors' actions and reports

	GAGAS
	Generally Accepted Government Auditing Standards
	The set of auditing standards contained in the Yellow Book

	GAO
	Government Accountability Office
	An independent nonpartisan federal agency that acts as the investigative arm of Congress

	GC
	General Counsel
	The senior official responsible for advising management and program officials of the Department of Veterans Affairs on legal matters; also responsible for interpretation of laws applicable to VA

	HHS
	Health and Human Services
	The federal department that administers federal programs dealing with health and welfare; same as DHHS

	HIPAA
	Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act
	A statute that pertains to health insurance portability, privacy of medical records and standards for electronic health records

	HRP
	Human Research Protections
	A system of safeguards for human research subjects

	HRPP
	Human Research Protection Program
	Safeguards for human subjects; in VA usually at the facility level

	HRPPO
	Human Research Protection Program Officer
	A VA facility position dedicated to oversight of human subjects in research; responsible for education, credentialing, performance improvement and compliance with regulations as they relate to human subjects in research

	IAA
	Inter-Agency Agreement
	A contract or other form of agreement between two federal agencies

	IACUC
	Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee
	The local committee responsible for assuring compliance with animal research regulations and guidelines; in VA, the IACUC ("eye cock") is a subcommittee of the R&D Committee

	IBC
	Institutional Biosafety Committee
	The local committee charged with assuring compliance with biosafety regulations and guidelines; in VA, the IBC is a subcommittee of the R&D Committee

	IDC
	Indirect Cost
	Costs of an organization incurred for common or joint objectives, which cannot be readily and specifically identified with a particular grant project or other institutional activity (i.e., electricity, janitorial services)

	IDC
	Indirect Cost Rate
	A percentage established by a federal department or agency for a grantee organization, which the grantee uses in computing the dollar amount it charges to the grant to reimburse itself for indirect costs of a grant project

	IG
	Inspector General
	The senior person in a federal agency who leads the office that is charged with identifying, auditing, and investigating fraud, waste, abuse, and mismanagement within the parent agency

	IPA
	Intergovernmental Personnel Act [Assignment]
	The federal statute (5 USC 3371-3375; 5 CFR part 334) that allows federal agencies and other governmental or approved private sector organizations to acquire specialized services from each other

	IRB
	Institutional Review Board
	The local committee charged with the oversight of research activities involving human subjects; at VA medical centers, the IRB is a subcommittee of the R&D Committee

	IRM
	Information Resources Management
	The office that oversees the acquisition and use of information technology within a VA facility

	IRS
	Internal Revenue Service
	The federal agency responsible for collecting taxes and for enforcing internal revenue laws

	ISO
	Information Security Officer
	The VA facility staff member responsible for ensuring computer and data security

	IT
	Information Technology
	The study, design, development, implementation, support or management of computer-based information systems, particularly software applications and computer hardware

	JPA
	Joint Personnel Agreement
	An agreement between a VAMC, an NPC and a university that establishes mutual understanding of compensation paid to a dually appointed VA and university employee by the respective parties

	LOI
	Letter of Intent
	A document outlining an agreement between two or more parties before the agreement is finalized; in research, generally a notification of intent to submit a proposal for a grant

	MCD
	Medical Center Director
	The senior VA official responsible for a VA medical facility or health care system

	MIRB
	Software to Manage Your IRB
	A computer program developed for VA facilities to manage their IRBs; keeps track of protocols by PI; generates minutes, approval memos and date of continuing review, etc.

	MOU
	Memorandum of Understanding
	A document describing a bilateral or multilateral agreement between parties, generally to describe a common line of action; used in cases where parties either do not imply a legal commitment or in situations where the parties cannot create a legally enforceable agreement

	MT
	Material Transfer
	The transfer of tangible research material(s) between two parties

	MTA
	Materials Transfer CRADA
	A contract that governs the transfer of tangible research materials between two organizations when the recipient intends to use it for their own research purposes; defines the rights of the provider and the recipient with respect to the materials and any derivatives

	NAVREF
	National Association of Veterans' Research and Education Foundations
	The association of medical research and education foundations established and managed in accordance of 38 USC 7361-7366

	NCE
	No Cost Extension
	Additional time a sponsor may allow a grant recipient to complete work, but sponsor provides no additional funding

	NIDA
	National Institute of Drug Abuse
	The federal research institute whose mission is to "lead the nation in bringing the power of science to bear on drug abuse and addiction"

	NIH
	National Institute of Health
	An agency in the Department of Health and Human Services whose mission is to employ science in the pursuit of knowledge to improve human health; the principal biomedical research agency of the federal government)

	NOGA
	Notice of Grant Award
	The official notification to an institution that a federal grant has been funded; contains detailed terms and conditions of the award as well as applicable regulations

	NPC
	Non Profit Research and Education Corporation
	A VA-affiliated nonprofit established and operated in accordance with 38 USC 7361-7366

	NPOB
	Non Profit Oversight Board
	The VA board chaired by the Under Secretary for Health that is charged with oversight of the NPCs; membership is comprised of senior VA officials; meets quarterly

	NPPO
	Non Profit Program Office
	The office within ORD responsible for compiling VA’s annual report to Congress regarding NPCs and performing follow up on any management deficiencies; provides oversight and guidance to NPCs; conducts on-site and off-site reviews

	NRAC
	National Research Advisory Council
	A VA council created to advise the Under Secretary for Health and the Secretary of Veterans Affairs on research and development sponsored and/or conducted by the Veterans Health Administration, to include policies and programs of the Research and Development Office

	OGC
	Office of General Counsel
	The office responsible for advising management and program officials of the Department of Veterans Affairs on legal matters; also responsible for interpretation of laws applicable to VA

	OHRP
	Office of Human Research Protections
	The federal organization responsible for developing, monitoring and exercising compliance over the protections afforded human subjects in all research supported by the US Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS)

	OEF
	Operation Enduring Freedom
	The war in Afghanistan

	OGE
	Office of Governmental Ethics
	The federal organization responsible for ethics among federal employees

	OI&T
	Office of Information and Technology
	The VA office responsible for managing VA computer systems

	OIF
	Operation Iraqi Freedom
	The war in Iraq

	OIG
	Office of Inspector General
	An office in a federal agency that charged with identifying, auditing, and investigating fraud, waste, abuse, and mismanagement within the parent agency

	OMB
	Office of Management and Budget
	The executive agency that advises the president on the federal budget

	ONR
	Office of Naval Research
	The office within the US Department of the Navy that coordinates, executes, and promotes the science and technology programs of the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps through schools, universities, government laboratories, and nonprofit and for-profit organizations

	ORD
	Office of Research and Development
	The headquarters of the VA research and development program; located in Washington, D.C.

	ORO
	Office of Research Oversight
	The VA office responsible for research oversight; reports to the Under Secretary for Health

	PA
	Personnel Agreement
	An agreement between two parties that establishes mutual understanding of compensation paid by the respective parties

	PI
	Principal Investigator
	The individual who actually conducts an investigation, i.e., under whose immediate direction research is conducted, or is the responsible leader of the team

	PHI
	Protected Health Information
	Individually identifiable health information that is maintained or transmitted in any form or medium

	PO
	Privacy Officer
	The VA facility individual responsible for reviewing research protocols to ensure that legal authority exists to use, collect and/or disclose protected information

	PROMISE
	 
	A computer program linked to ORD that assigns research project numbers, tracks funding sources and designated research areas

	
	 Protocol
	A document describing in detail how a research study is to be conducted

	PTSD
	Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder
	An anxiety disorder that can develop after exposure to one or more traumatic events that threatened or caused great physical harm

	R&D
	Research & Development
	In VA, the program that conducts medical research and development  

	R&D Committee
	Research & Development Committee
	The local VA committee charged with the oversight of all research and development activity within the facility; responsible for compliance with applicable regulations

	RC
	Regional Counsel
	The senior VA attorney responsible for leading one of VA's 22 Regional Counsel offices, each of which advises medical centers on legal matters within its prescribed region

	RCO
	Research Compliance Officer
	The VA official at a VA medical center or health care system who is responsible for overseeing compliance with rules applicable to research

	RDIS
	Research & Development Information System
	The VA computer system used to compile data about research projects conducted at VA

	
	 Study
	A research project performed by a PI following a protocol; may be self-initiated or sponsored by a government agency or private pharmaceutical company

	
	Subject
	A human being who participates in a research study such as a clinical trial

	RSO
	Radiation Safety Officer
	Individual responsible for radiation safety at facility

	SEFA
	Schedule of Expenditures for Federal Awards
	Report of federal awards and associated expenditures

	T&C
	Terms and Conditions
	Outline of terms and conditions unique to grant or contract

	TBI
	Traumatic Brain Injury
	Serious injury to the brain; the signature injury of the Iraq and Afghanistan wars

	TBN
	To Be Named
	Position place holder for unidentified individual on grant

	TTP
	Technology Transfer Program
	The ORD office responsible for managing inventions resulting from VA research

	USC
	United States Code
	The body of regulations governing federal agencies and programs

	VA
	Veterans Affairs
	The federal department responsible for matters relating to veterans (persons who have served in the US military); same as DVA

	VACO
	VA Central Office
	The VA headquarters in Washington, DC

	VAMC
	Veterans Affairs Medical Center
	A major medical facility that provides care for veterans

	VERA
	Veterans Equitable Resource Allocation
	Yearly allocation of appropriated funding provided to VISNs for distribution to medical facilities within the VISN

	VHA
	Veterans Health Administration
	The VA department responsible for managing health care for enrolled veterans

	VHO
	Voluntary Health Organization
	Organizations engaged in raising funds for health related research, such as disease (e.g., heart, cancer, diabetes) prevention, health education, and patient services

	VISN
	Veterans Integrated Service Network
	A management unit for VA health care delivery; each VISN is comprised of a group of geographically contiguous VA health care delivery systems, including medical centers, nursing homes and outpatient facilities

	VMO
	Veterinary Medical Officer
	Individual responsible for animal care

	VSO
	Veterans Services Organization
	Private sector organizations chartered by Congress to serve veterans

	WOC
	Without Compensation [Appointment]
	A federal appointment that allows persons uncompensated by VA to perform services within VA


