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HIPAA Minute

VHA Program Management Office for HIPAA-AS

What’s HIPAA-AS?
HIPAA, the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act, includes under its Title II an Administrative Simplification Compliance Act (AS) that applies to four areas: (1) Privacy and (2) Security, as both relate to patient information, (3) standardization of EDI transactions and code sets (ETCS), and (4) Standard Identifiers for such entities as employers and healthcare providers.

HIPAA-AS wants YOU.  Many VHA activities are going to be affected, and every VHA employee should know about HIPAA-AS—how to observe new privacy policies, how to use the approved code sets, how to follow certain new business procedures.

 Compliance deadlines established so far    
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Privacy Rule: VHA must be in compliance by April 14, 2003.  Key item here: 

the entire VHA workforce must complete Privacy training by that date.

ETCS (EDI transactions and code sets)—after extension is granted:


Testing of ETCS must begin by April 16, 2003.

          

Full compliance by October 16, 2003.

Help on the way—VHA HIPAA-AS Program Management Office

The HIPAA-AS Program Management Office (PMO), which is picking up from the work done by the OI HIPAA Workgroup, was chartered by the Under Secretary for Health to work with VHA Program Offices and VA’s Office of Cyber Security to ensure that VHA complies with HIPAA-AS. 

The PMO has assembled a team of Office Liaisons—one Liaison for VISNs and one for each Program Office—to coordinate efforts in their respective areas and across VHA.  The PMO is applying, on behalf of all VHA, for the extension on ETCS compliance.  For VHA, the PMO will also coordinate HIPAA compliance efforts, provide information, help spread the word on HIPAA best practices, and report on progress in meeting HIPAA deadlines.


Got questions? VHA-specific: VHA personnel should contact the HIPAA-AS Program Management Office (PMO) at 202.273.8895. 
VA-wide: Other VA employees should contact the Enterprise Privacy Program, Office of Cyber Security, Barbra Symonds, Director, at 202.273.9896.
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HIPAA-AS PMO at a glance…





Directors, Barbara C. Mayerick, Stephania Putt.  ETCS Liaison, David McDaniel.  Privacy Liaison, Sonika Mathur. 


Email: hipaa.pmo@hq.med.va.gov.  Telephone: 202.273.8895.


Website: � HYPERLINK "http://vaww.va.gov/revenue/projecttools/hipaa.htm" ��http://vaww.va.gov/revenue/projecttools/hipaa.htm�.
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