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          HIPAA Minute #8

VHA Privacy Policy Training Is Here!  

Here, as promised, is VHA Privacy Policy Training, brought to you by the VHA Privacy Office in conjunction with the Employee Education System (EES).  

Who’s the training for?
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The entire VHA workforce, including volunteers, students and medical residents.  Training on VHA’s privacy policies and practices is required by the HIPAA Privacy Rule.  (You remember HIPAA—the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act.)

Where can I find the training?

On the Internet.  The URL is http://www.vhaprivacytraining.med.va.gov.  

How long will it take?  

Approximately 50 to 60 minutes for the basic course.  If you view optional sections of the course, such as review questions, scenarios, and supplemental information, the course may take you about 90 minutes.  

When should I get started?

Now!  All you have to do is access the website, register, take the course, and answer evaluation questions at the end.

What if I don’t have access to a computer, or have other special needs?

See your local Education Contact.  Special arrangements can be made for you.   Accommodations have already been made for use by the visually impaired.

Is there a deadline for completing the training?

You bet—April 14, 2003.  The HIPAA law requires that the entire VHA workforce be trained on privacy practices and procedures by April 14, 2003.

Who can tell me more or provide help when I take the course?

Your local Privacy Officer and Education Contact are facilitators for this training and can provide further information.  For technical help regarding your desktop, contact your local IRM staff or system administrator.  For technical support regarding the course site, please email help@vhaprivacytraining.info or call 1-800-663-4491.
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April 14, 2003—Privacy deadline





April 16, 2003—last date by which Electronic Transactions testing must begin 
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HIPAA PMO at a glance…





Director: Barbara C. Mayerick         Interim Deputy Director: David McDaniel  


Staff: Connie Baher, John Skilling, Terri Humphrey, Kim Roberts         VHA Privacy Officer: Stephania Putt   


Email: hipaa.pmo@hq.med.va.gov         Telephone: 202.254.0385        �   SEE NEW PHONE NUMBER!!


Website: � HYPERLINK "http://vaww.va. gov/revenue/projecttools/hipaa.htm" ��http://vaww.va.gov/revenue/projecttools/hipaa.htm�       See the website for postings of previous HIPAA Minutes.











